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“Beyond the Pale of the Civilized World”

Understanding Social and Geographical Factors that Affect Settlement
Grades: 6-8
Social Studies, English Language Arts, Geography
Created by the Arkansas State Archives
October 2014
This unit explores the factors contributing to the settlement of Arkansas and surrounding regions.
Students will analyze early maps, printed accounts of early travelers, drawings, and other primary and
secondary sources from the collections of the Arkansas State Archives to gain a deeper understanding
of the factors affecting settlement in Arkansas and the expanding United States.

Engraving from the 1821 edition of Schoolcraft’s Journal of a Tour into the Interior of Missouri

Essential Question:
What were the factors that influenced where people settled Arkansas in the early 19th century and what
were the challenges that they faced?
Arkansas Curriculum Frameworks: TBD
Common Core Standards:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.5;
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.3;
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RST.6-8.2;
LITERACY.SL.7.1.A;
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7;
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2;
LITERACY.RI.8.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5

CCSS.ELACCSS.ELA-
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Key Terms:
Arkansas Territory – Incorporated territory organized on July 4, 1819 and existed until Arkansas became
a state in 1836.
Bear – In Arkansas, the black bear was the most common species. Early settlers hunted bears for their
fur and fat, which was used for a number of purposes such as fuel for oil burning lamps. Another popular
use for bear fat was for hair styling products.
Buck-skin – Clothing made from the skin of deer. It was very popular among early settlers to Arkansas
for its warmth and durability.
Cherokees – Native American tribe indigenous to North Carolina and Virginia. The tribe moved west,
eventually settling in Arkansas in the late 18th century.
Emigrant – An individual who has settled in a geographical area.
Keel Boat – A shallow boat propelled by a long shaft, a keel.
Log-House – Permanent structure made of logs. It should be distinguished from a log cabin, which is a
temporary home made of logs.
Migration – Movements of a person or group of people from one geographical area to another.
Mining – The extraction of minerals from the earth. Early settlers mined salt and lead.
Navigable Waterways – Waterways that are deep and wide enough to provide passage to boats.
Pioneer – A person who is one of the early settlers to an area.
Terrain – Land with reference to its geographic or topographical features.
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Activities:
Activity 1
•

Develop a list of observations that connect the settlement of these areas with general settlement
factors (climate, water, accessibility). Show the 1819 Map of Arkansas (Map 1) and have the
class make observations.
o What are the major cities in Arkansas in 1819?
o What do they all have in common?
o Why would people want to settle near waterways?
Activity 2

•

Create a word splash using the vocabulary words above. Encourage the students to explain how
the words relate to the lesson. Directions on how to create and use a word splash can be found
online: http://www.teachhub.com/classroom-games-how-use-word-splash
Activity 3

•

Read the excerpts from Nuttall’s Travels into the Arkansa Territory (1819) and Schoolcraft’s
Journal of a Tour into the Interior of Missouri and Arkansaw. Imagine yourself as a settler in
Arkansas in the 1820. Why did the settler leave his or her home and family and decide to move
to Arkansas? What kind of challenges would he or she face with transportation and getting
enough natural resources for survival? What kind of people do you encounter? How would you
recommend Arkansas as a place to settle? Write a letter back to family members describing your
experience in settling in Arkansas.
Activity 4

•

Write and design a brochure advertising Arkansas as a place to settle. For an example of a
brochure, see “What Does the Man Want?” brochure. Student should note what aspects of
Arkansas are emphasized in the brochure. How is the state described? What is the most likely
way to encourage people to settle the state?
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Encyclopedia of Arkansas resources:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Arkansas Post
Arkansas State Boundaries
Cadron Settlement
European Exploration and Settlement, 1541 to 1801
Immigration
Louisiana Purchase through Early Statehood, 1803 to 1860
Southwest Trail
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Teacher Background :
Despite the advances in technology, human beings have continued to settle in the same patterns as
they have since the birth of cities centuries ago. Some of today’s largest cities in the world -- London,
New York City, Toronto, Beijing -- are all on large bodies of water. Our human need for fresh water
continues to drive our settlement even now. Likewise, our need to move easily from place to place
and to transport supplies often dictates where we settle.
These patterns, including climate and accessibility, show how geography is to settlement. When
Europeans started settling the area that would later become Arkansas, they established settlements
on the rivers. Since there were no roads, the rivers were the main means of transportation. One of
the earliest settlements in Arkansas was Arkansas Post, a village on the shore of the Arkansas River,
which would later become the Arkansas Territorial capital. Washington, Arkansas, and Fort Smith,
Arkansas, are also early settlements in the state.
Despite the reliance on waterways, the interior of the territory and, later the state, continued to be
underpopulated in comparison with other territories and states in the region. Much of the problem
was again a factor of geography. Note on the map, north central and northwestern Arkansas are
mountainous, which made travel into the state from the north very difficult. If a pioneer family
wanted to come into Arkansas from the east, not only did they have to contend with crossing
numerous rivers, eastern Arkansas was covered in swamp land. Also, most immigrants were
farmers. The best farmland in the territory in eastern Arkansas, however, was often flooded, making
farming a very risky profession.
As a result, many of the early settlers in Arkansas were rugged people. Many of them hunted bears
and other game to help their families survive. Travel remained difficult, but travelers learned to use
keel boats and other means to travel through Arkansas’s rugged terrain. Because of the difficulty of
surviving in Arkansas, many travelers to Arkansas depicted Arkansans as being a rough people
without much culture. One early writer to Arkansas, Henry R. Schoolcraft wrote of his travels
through Arkansas in 1821. His description of Arkansans was not very positive. After a visit to one
hunting camp, Schoolcraft wrote, “In the course of the evening I tried to engage our hostess and her
daughters in small-talk, such as passes current in every social corner; but, for the first time, found I
should not recommend myself in that way. They could only talk of bears, hunting, and the like. The
rude pursuits, and the coarse enjoyments of the hunter state, were all they knew.” Altogether,
Schoolcraft referred to his travels in the region as having gone “beyond the pale of the civilized
world.” Because of such descriptions, Arkansans would for many decades to come struggle to shed
the image of a rough people devoid of culture.
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Classroom Discussion Questions:
1. In what way might geography affect the settlement patterns of the state?
2. Why would so many towns be founded near rivers?
3. What are the geographical factors that led to the settlement of Arkansas Post, Washington and
Fort Smith?
4. How might the lack of a road system affect migration?
5. How might the swamp lands in eastern Arkansas affect migration?
6. If agriculture is affected, how might the territorial economy be influenced to move into other
economic professions like the lumber industry?
7. How might the intersection of a road and a river affect the local economy and settlement?
8. Arkansas became known for its natural mineral resources. How might transportation affect the
development of mining?
9. How might the difficulty of settling Arkansas affect what kind of person might came to settle
the territory?
10. How might Arkansas’s hunting culture make it different from a culture that relied on farming?
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